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L 
ike the first few  words of a 
speaker at a podium, the earli-
est issues of a magazine  must 
capture the audience’s inter-

est. Check. And followup with sub-
stance. Check again. But the IEEE 
Canadian Review was also launched 
with a vision. This is nowhere better 
articulated than by Bob Alden in the 
first article of the first issue (please see 
the following page).

The other articles chosen for our sam-
pling of the publication’s launch phase 
give full expresssion to that vision. 
Founding editor Richard Marceau’s 
essay contends that government must 
make technology an instrument of 
national policy, and sketches out a 
blue print to achieve this. 

With Canada one of the few industrial-
ized countries still without a high-

speed passenger rail system, the argu-
ments concerning this investment are 
worth revisiting.

Does the mere mention of organiza-
tional structure make your eyelids 
heavy? The late Wally Read’s discus-
sion of the place of the Chapter in the 
IEEE family constellation brings 
“home” his message with wit and his 
inimitable style. 

Laying out the vision
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