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Twenty years ago, 14% of Canadian 
engineering students were female. 
In 2011 that number had risen to 
18%. Progress has been made, but 

there is still a big gender inbalance not found 
in other traditional faculties, (e.g., law, medi-
cine). Why is this? A 1990s’ Labour Canada 
study contemporary to the chosen article 
showed a shift downward in girls’ interest in 

science careers around age eleven. With few 
female engineering role models, lacking con-
fidence in their math abilities and little sup-
port, girls often dropped maths and sciences, 
eliminating options early. Thanks to WIE and 
other initiatives, that is less the case in 2013. 

However, both then and now, a finding cited 
for both males and females, is ignorance of the 
wide variety of engineering careers.  
Addresing this, IEEE’s TISP workshops equip 
teachers to better promote these career 
options. 

Women in Engineering - progress continues

“So by grade six, boys and girls are making 
career guesses ...“ (Women in Technology 
— Where are They?)
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