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With the passing of Wally Read 
in 2011, there was an outpour-
ing of sadness, not only within 
IEEE Canada, but across the 

organization worldwide.

Wally was universally admired, respected 
and embraced by everyone who had the priv-
ilege of working with him. His 35-plus years 
as an IEEE Canada volunteer began with pos-
itions held at the Section level, chairing 

Canadian Atlantic Section in 1976/1978. His 
contributions at the Region level were varied 
and numerous, becoming Region 7 Director in 
1984. He became IEEE President in 1996, one 
of only three  Canadians to achieve this hon-
our. Wally Read’s outstanding contributions 
were not confined to IEEE. He was appointed 
a member of the Order of Canada in 2003. 

On the human side friends and colleagues 
have described him as a warm-hearted, 

friendly person. Over and over, those who met 
him recount how he took a personal interest 
in the lives of others, becoming a mentor to 
many. 

An outstanding communicator in all respects,  
Wally’s stories and flair for the theatric are 
legend. But he was also an outstanding writer.
The IEEE Canadian Review was fortunate to 
have him contribute several times, with two 
of his submissions included herein. 
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I have been a long-time admirer of Wally for more than 20 years; 
receiving the “W. S. Read Outstanding Service Award” for 2011 has 
meant a lot to me. Wally had an ability to captivate you. His warm 

personality drew you to him. He took an interest in what you were doing 
and was always ready to share his knowledge and experience with 

you. It was never a stern talk, but rather one full of comedy, 
laughter and plenty of wisdom. He could, however, be firm 
with his position, but always showed respect for your opin-
ions. He was always full of energy, and despite his failing 
health, participated in IEEE activities and was always the 
first to volunteer. Now that’s an example we should all 
strive to follow. He will forever be remembered.

“The smile you send out returns to you” – an inscription 
on the back cover of the Beach Boys “Pet Sounds” LP.

Ashfaq (Kash) Husain, London Section

The life of Wallace Stanley Read touched so many friends, col-
leagues, and yes, admirers; we count ourselves most fortunate to 
have been all three for more than 35 years. Wally taught not by 

lecturing but by example. He was a model volunteer and above all he 
demonstrated non-wavering love of his province, country, his fellow 
humans and indeed, his profession. In recognition of his enor-
mous contributions, IEEE Canada named its highest service 
honour the “Wallace S. Read Outstanding Service Award,” 
as well as appointing him as its first Director Emeritus.

One of Wally’s more recent areas of service to IEEE has 
been through the IEEE Fellow Evaluation Committee, and 
we cherish our recollections of the time we spent together 
there. We also share with so many colleagues and friends 
fond memories of Wally’s sense of humour, as noted in 
these pages. But Wally’s unique way of making you feel the 
most important person in the room will also be sorely missed. 
Wally: “We’ll meet again, don’t know where, don’t know when; 
But I know we’ll meet again, some sunny day.”

Ferial and Mo El-Hawary, 
Canadian Atlantic Section

I’m an optimist from 
the point of view that
I see the need out there 
in the world today.  
I’m not an optimist in 
that I don’t think 
anything will improve 
unless we work at it.

   Reprinted with permission: “Wally Read,” an oral history conducted in 2009 
by Michael Geselowitz, IEEE History Center, New Brunswick, N.J., USA. In 
these excerpts, Wally is responding to a question on the future of IEEE. 

*

“

Wallace S. Read 
1930—2011

”*

Remembering Wally…

“We’ve got to talk to the public of the world, and we’ve got to keep stressing the 
message with the importance, particularly in our case of electrical technologies, 
to make sure that the message is public: ‘here’s what we’ve done, great 
technology — needs to be used by the whole world— but don’t misuse it.”*
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CCGEI 2010

http://sites.ieee.org/epec2014/

For detailed up-to-date information, please visit the EPEC 2014 conference web site 



CCGEI 2010

http://sites.ieee.org/epec2014/

Pour des renseignements détaillés et à jour, s'il vous plaît visitez le site Web de la conférence EPEC 2014






