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 Countdown To AESO

1996

• New legislation - Electric Utilities Act (EUA)
• Wholesale market opens
• Independent System Controller/Power Pool Adminstrator

appointed
• Affiliated Transmission Administrator (GridCo)

1997

• Independent Transmission Administrator appointed

1998

• EUA amended
• Wholesale Market Power/Power Purchase Arrangements/Bal-

ancing Pool
• Limited retail competition
• Market surveillance
• Transmission planning guidelines

2000

• Auction of Power Purchase Arrangements (PPAs) 

2001

• Retail competition 
• Market Achievement Plan auction of unsold PPAs
• Industry review of market structure

2002

• Second auction of unsold PPAs
• Review of industry structures completed
• Former Transmission Administrator merged with Power Pool
• Design of new independent system operator initiated

2003

• EUA amendment proclaimed
• AESO launched June 1
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 Alberta Electricity Industry at a Glance

• More than 20,000 km transmission
• More than 550 substations
• Annual load factor 80 per cent 
• Industrial load about 56 per cent of system load 
• Transmission voltage levels of: 500 kV, 240kV, 138/144kV, 69/

72kV 
• More than 130 generating units
• 8,570 MW system peak 
• 10,515 MW Alberta supply
• Approximately 240 participants 
• Single control area of 660,000 km2 
• The total demand for electricity in Alberta in 2002 was 54,328

gigawatt hours (including exports) down slightly from 54,674 in
2001.

IEEE Canadian Foundation Scholarship Certificate
Presentation held on October 9th, 2003, at the “IEEE
Southern Alberta Section (SAS)/University of Calgary
Student Branch” Mixer.

As shown in this photo:

IEEE Canada President Elect, Mr. Bill Kennedy (left)
presented the ICF Scholarship Certificate to Ms. Chris-
tine Cook (right) from the University of Calgary.

The IEEE Canada Student Activities Committee is very pleased to
announce the recipients of two prestigious awards granted by the IEEE for
extraordinary Student Branch activities within the IEEE Region 7 (IEEE
Canada).

George Armitage Outstanding Student Branch Award.

This award, supported by IEEE Canada, is given to recognize extraordinary
Student Branch achievements by Student members engaged in activities con-
forming to IEEE objectives and purposes. For 2003, this award is granted to
the Carleton University IEEE Student Branch for exceptional achieve-
ments in organizing professional and technical events that resulted in a
significant increase in student membership. This award consists of a plaque
and a cash prize of two hundred dollars ($200).

IEEE Region 7 RAB Larry K. Wilson Regional Student Activities
Award. 

This award is to recognize annually the student most responsible for an
extraordinary accomplishment associated with IEEE Student Activities in
each Region. For 2003, this award is granted to Kevin Yang Ma of the Uni-
versity of Waterloo for an exceptional achievement by initiating, organizing
and coordinating the Blackberry Programming Contest involving the IEEE
Student Branches of the Kitchener-Waterloo Section, in partnership with
Research in Motion Ltd. This award consists of a plaque and three years of
free membership in the IEEE.
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